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CO-FOUNDERS’ NOTE

We are extremely grateful and inspired to see the community’s response 
to Community Greening’s mission of a collective effort to improve the 
environment for people and nature.  Six years have now passed since we 
listened to many residents’ conversations about how many trees have 
been lost and the rich cultural and historical importance those trees 
had to neighborhoods.  We were fortunate to join a national network 
of community-based urban forestry non-profi ts called the Alliance 
for Community Trees to learn from the best in cities such as Atlanta, 
Chicago, Pittsburgh, San Francisco, and Sacramento where they have 
been practicing urban forestry for decades and bring that knowledge back 
home. 

Trees offer so much, they cool and clean the air, reduce energy use, 
increase biodiversity, connect people to nature, capture carbon, and 
even increase property values.  Early on we realized that getting people 
together to improve the community, builds community.  If you have 
participated in a planting or tree giveaway, you have experienced the 
excitement and positivity of volunteering your time to make South Florida 
a better place to live.  Now more than ever we need to strengthen these 
connections to our neighbors and work together to improve our quality of 
life and the lives of our children.  

Community Greening attracts people and organizations who share our 
vision of a healthy tree canopy to equitably strengthen our economy, 
society, environment, and health.  They see the value in the Youth Tree 
Team, employing local teens to get their fi rst job experience while planting 
and maintaining trees.  They see the value in a shaded playground and 
walking paths, or transforming a vacant lot into an urban orchard.  And 
most importantly, they see the value in bringing people together to create 
meaning, make connections, and be the best that we can be.

Green side up,

Mark Cassini
Co-Founder

Matt Shipley
Co-Founder
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MISSION

A collective effort to improve our environment for people and nature.

An engaged community creating sustainable green spaces and 
a vibrant tree canopy to equitably strengthen our environment, 
economy, society, and health.

VISION

We believe communities need to be proactive to respond to 
the ecological and human risks associated with climate change. 
Biodiversity loss, flooding, and extreme heat are serious concerns that 
are exacerbated without trees. Promoting, planting, and protecting 
green space contributes to a resilient and sustainable community that 
recognizes the vital importance of a healthy balance between people 
and nature.

Trees have enormous long-term benefi ts for our environment. They 
clean our air and water, reduce energy costs, increase property values, 
improve health and well-being, and generate business.

OUR WHY

JASON SCORSE
DIRECTOR, CENTER FOR THE BLUE ECONOMY

“I just think the Community Greening model is really good because there is a 
lot of stakeholder buy-in. Community Greening has a really good volunteer 
base and a good donor base which is the recipe for long-term success.”
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PROGRAMS

PARKS 
Community Greening partners with city governments and 
municipalities to increase tree canopy on public lands. CG 
hosts family-friendly Planting Events, which engage local 
volunteers to help add hundreds of trees to parks, roadways, 
and green spaces - primarily in low-income neighborhoods 
and areas with the greatest need for more trees. Read 
more about our City Partnerships on pages 22-25.

RESIDENTIAL
 Community Greening plants free fruit and native shade trees 
at private homes in neighborhoods with low tree canopy 
coverage. Arborists on staff do a species and site selection 
with the homeowner, call for underground utilities, and tree 
installation. Residents receive a free 6’-10’ tree that has a retail 
value of $200-$300. Many residents say that they will use 
the fruit to give to their children and share with neighbors.

YOUTH TREE TEAM
The Youth Tree Team employs local high school students 
as paid staff to improve their neighborhoods, learn about 
green industry jobs, and connect with the environment. 
Read more about our Youth Tree Team on pages 12-13.

URBAN ORCHARDS 
Community Greening has planted 4 urban 

orchards in Palm Beach County. Read more about 
our urban orchards on pages 10-11.

TREE GIVEAWAYS
Tree Giveaway events are an excellent opportunity to increase 
tree canopy on private property. Community Greening hosts 
Tree Giveaways, funded by a local municipality or corporate 
partner, where residents are able to come and select up 
to two free native or fruit trees to plant at their home. 
Along with their free trees, residents receive information 
on proper planting methods and how to best care for the 
particular species they have selected. 100-300 trees are 
typically distributed during a single Tree Giveaway event.

SCHOOLS
Community Greening plants trees in schoolyards to cool and 
clean the air on school campuses and playgrounds. The trees 

planted are chosen from PBC School District approved list of 
suitable species for schools based on risk, maintenance, and 

allergies. Community Greening has added trees to numerous 
schools including Atlantic Community High School, Plumosa 

School for the Arts, Poinciana STEM Elementary School, S.D. 
Spady Elementary School, and Village Academy School.
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SPOTLIGHT ON: 
URBAN ORCHARDS

Urban Orchards are a favorite 
project of Community Greening. 
With the help of some key 
partners, a neglected or under-
used lot is transformed into a 
vibrant green space that features 
an assortment of fruit trees, 
producing delicious free fruit 
for the local community to pick. 
Not only is a new green space 
created, but Urban Orchards 
help to address food accessibility, 
promote healthy eating, 
and increase environmental 
stewardship.

Fruit trees planted in the Urban 
Orchards include avocado, 
Barbados cherry, black sapote, 
fi g, guava, jack fruit, Jamaican 
cherry, lychee, mango, papaya, 
mulberry, sapodilla, soursop, star 
fruit, and sugar apple.

Community Greening has 
planted four Urban Orchards 
which are located within 
Boynton Beach, Delray Beach, 
and West Palm Beach.
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SPOTLIGHT ON: 
YOUTH TREE TEAM

IMPACT REPORT

The Youth Tree Team is a work-force development program, employing 
local high school students as part-time Community Greening staff. 
YTT members get their fi rst work experience by helping to maintain 
newly planted trees, learning about proper tree care & maintenance, 
and conducting community outreach. They also participate in 
environmental enrichment activities to help them better connect with 
nature and promote environmental stewardship, as well as discover 
‘green industry’ career possibilities.

The Youth Tree Team is comprised of 8 – 12 teens each semester and 
has seen members graduate into full-time staff positions. YTT was 
created in 2019 with the help of EJS Project and is funded through 
partnerships with the Children’s Services Council of Palm Beach 
County, Community Foundation for Palm Beach and Martin Counties, 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, and the generous support of foundations 
and donors. 

EMANUEL DUPREE JACKSON
EJS PROJECT FOUNDER & COMMUNITY GREENING BOARD MEMBER

REFLECTS ON THE YOUTH TREE TEAM: 
The fi rst year we had two kids working on the Youth Tree Team. 

And that was a really, really great summer. And now here we 
are a few years later, and Ford [an original YTT Member] is now 

in a full-time role with Community Greening. EJS Project and 
Community Greening helped each other out to start something, 

but now everyone in our community is reaping the benefi ts of this 
collaboration. Just a beautiful example why I love partnering with 

this organization so much.
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A LOOK AT THE NUMBERS

8 CITIES

9,604 TREES

171 PLANTINGS

5,124 VOLUNTEERS

TREES WE’VE PLANTED

PLANTED 2021

PLANTED 2016-2020

NW/SW DELRAY
Community Greening has planted over 1,800 trees 
just in the NW/SW neighborhood of Delray Beach – 
one of the areas with the greatest need for increased 
tree canopy. These trees will contribute nearly 
$1.1 million in ‘Estimated Lifetime Ecobenefi ts’ 
- which includes improved air quality, reduced 
energy usage, and better stormwater fi ltration.

IMPACT REPORT
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EVENTS & MILESTONES

2018

20192017

2016 2020

Community Greening 
is co-founded by Mark 
Cassini & Matt Shipley

TD Greenstreets grant 
transforms a vacant 
city lot into a vibrant 
urban orchard at 
Catherine Strong Park

The City of Delray 
Beach launches the 
Tree Planting Program 
to plant 10,000 trees 
by 2025

Named the “Tree 
Advocacy Group 
of the Year” by 
the Florida Urban 
Forestry Council

JM Family plants 500 
trees with Community 
Greening in one day 
to celebrate 50th year 
anniversary 

Impact 100 awards 
$100,000 grant for 
the environment

The Youth Tree Team 
is started with a grant 
from the Berlin Family 
Foundation

Named the “Non-
Profi t of the Year” by 
the Greater Delray 
Beach Chamber of 
Commerce

The City of Boynton 
Beach commits to 
planting 45,000 trees 
by 2035

Named the 
“Conservation Partner 
of the Year” in the SE 
United States by the 
US Fish and Wildlife 
Service

Offi ce moved to the 
Social Impact Lab at 
Lynn University & 
nursery started at the 
Hab Center in Boca 
Raton

Partners with 
Brightline to plant 
3,000 native trees and 
shrubs along the train 
tracks in Palm Beach 
County

Awarded the “Spirit of 
the Arbor Day” by the 
Arbor Day Foundation

JUNE
Contract with City 
of Delray Beach to 
complete 10,000 trees 
by 2025

2021 2022

JULY
Community Greening 
has grown to 8 full-time 
staff, multiple part-time 
Tree Technicians, and a 
Youth Tree Team.
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OUR TEAM

STEPHEN SETO | TREE TECHNICIAN
Why is Community Greening important to you?
Community Greening is important to me because it is fun to help put 
back trees so we can enjoy fresh air and beautiful scenery.

Where is a Green Space in Palm Beach County you like to visit?
One of my favorite Green Spaces to visit is Anchor Park in Delray Beach, where we planted trees.

ADRIENE TYNES | OPERATIONS DIRECTOR
Why is Community Greening important to you?
Green spaces are critical for our emotional and physical wellbeing, and they’re great for the local 
economy. I’m excited to be a part of an organization that’s bringing together communities to 
improve our environment and make Palm Beach County a better place to live, work, and play.

Where is a Green Space in Palm Beach County you like to visit?
I love John D. MacArthur Beach State Park. There are mangroves as far as you can see 
from the boardwalk, and the hammock is a great place for strangler fi g and live oaks.

MATT SHIPLEY | CO-FOUNDER/CO-DIRECTOR
Why is Community Greening important to you?
CG is important to me because it makes the connections between big environmental issues and how 
people can make a difference on the community level. CG focuses on inspiring and educating the 
people for a more sustainable future for our Mother Earth and the future generations of this world.

Where is a Green Space in Palm Beach County you like to visit?
When I hear green space, I think of open space in nature and growing up here 
in Delray, one of my favorite places will always be our beaches (even though I 
spend most of my time picking up ocean trash or cigarette butts).

FORD DERASTEL | TREE TECHNICIAN
Why is Community Greening important to you?
I enjoy being a tree technician which allows me to be outside, as well as see fi rst 
hand the growth of all the various trees I’m responsible for establishing.

Where is a Green Space in Palm Beach County you like to visit?
I really enjoy visiting the Sugar Apple Grove, as it was one of the fi rst 
plantings I ever did, and has grown a lot over the years.

MARK CASSINI | CO-FOUNDER/CO-DIRECTOR
Why is Community Greening important to you?
So many of us feel helpless when faced with the serious risks associated with 
climate change. Community Greening creates an informative conversation about 
our impact on the land and empowers people to participate and improve it.

Where is a Green Space in Palm Beach County you like to visit?
I love visiting the natural areas near my home like Delray Oaks, Pondhawk 
and Yamato Scrub. It’s an amazing escape to exercise, be immersed in 
nature, and imagine what this area was like only a century ago.

MICHELE LASKOWSKI | NURSERY MANAGER
Why is Community Greening important to you?
I value being part of an organization that is focused on engaging local communities in planting 
trees. Trees are the building blocks to safer, healthier and more connected neighborhoods. 
Community Greening involves many people in being part of the solution to the environmental 
challenges we face today. The approach is simple and the benefi ts last long into the future.

Where is a Green Space in Palm Beach County you like to visit?
As a true plant nerd, I enjoy Mounts Botanical Garden located in West Palm Beach. It is a 
beautiful collection of plants with lots of interesting, themed gardens and mature trees. Walking 
around there is surprisingly peaceful given that it is located right next to the airport. 

KENNY WILLIAMS | TREE TECHNICIAN
Why is Community Greening important to you?
Community Greening is important to me because not only are we helping the earth, 
but we are creating unity with our tree give aways and tree plantings. We have people 
from all over volunteering for a great cause and getting to know one another.

Where is a Green Space in Palm Beach County you like to visit?
A green place I like to visit is Spanish River Athletic park. The park has a nice 
jogging area around a lake and has a lot of grass space so people can play all sorts 
of sports. I currently play in a fl ag football league there on Sundays.

JOSH WEINER | EVENTS & MARKETING MANAGER
Why is Community Greening important to you?
I really enjoy seeing the tangible impact we’re making on the community and environment. It’s 
also very gratifying and gives you great hope for the future when you see the large number 
of volunteers that donate their free time and energy towards bettering the community.

Where is a Green Space in Palm Beach County you like to visit?
I love taking my daughter to explore new parks and playgrounds. We’re very 
fortunate to have so many options within a short bike ride or drive. Our 
favorites are Boca Tierra, Patch Reef, and Spanish River Beach Parks.
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REVENUE BY FISCAL YEAR

WILL LINER
FLORIDA FOREST SERVICE

“Having a partner organization like Community Greening, that can 
provide a lot of the programmatic support to those communities 

in Palm Beach County, helps our agency to be involved in these 
areas of greatest need, which are usually harder to reach”

OUR BOARD MEMBERS

CARY CASTER

EMANUEL DUPREE 
JACKSON JR.

CRISTINA HICKS
CAROLYN M. 
PENDELTON-PARKER

LT. DANIELA QUINN

JAMES R. CHARD

JENNIFER GOMEZ, 
ESQ. 

MARY RIEDEL

LINDA WALKER

STEVE POMERANZ

JOSEPH SCONDOTTO

EMANUEL DUPREE JACKSON
BOARD MEMBER

“Our tree plantings are just as much social as it is work. People come out and 
meet neighbors from different parts of the city with different backgrounds, 
different interests. There’s a lot relationship building that happens during the 
tree plantings.”

$1M
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CITY PARTNERSHIPS GO GREEN BOYNTON

The City of Boynton Beach’s Go Green initiative recognizes 
the importance of environmental stewardship, and the need 
to protect the planet for future generations, while also making 
Boynton Beach an even better place to live and work today. 

As part of the Go Green Boynton initiative, the city has committed 
to plant 45,000 trees by 2035, with the goal of increasing the 
city’s tree canopy coverage from 16% up to 20%. Community 
Greening has already planted over 2,500 trees in Boynton to 
date, with plans to add another 7,500 in the next 5 years.

REBECCA HARVEY
SUSTAINABILITY COORDINATOR CITY OF BOYNTON BEACH

“At this moment in history we really need to focus on climate and 
environmental goals. We need to do that in an equitable way and to 
bridge the gap between solving the climate crisis and addressing social 
equity. That is a gap that I see in most realms that I work in. Where our 
city is getting more in tune with issues related to racial justice and social 
justice and equity and they’re getting more familiar with climate, an 
organization like Community Greening is bringing those together.”

Community Greening has created partnerships with cities and local 
municipalities throughout South Florida. Through these partnerships, 
CG is contracted to run multi-year tree planting campaigns that 
include Tree Planting events on public lands including parks & 
roadways, Tree Giveaways to area residents, and residential plantings 
in targeted areas that have the greatest need for tree canopy. 

The benefi ts of these added trees are immense - helping to cool city 
streets, reduce energy bills, attract wildlife, beautify neighborhoods, 
clean the air, capture carbon emissions, increase property values, and 
help reduce fl ooding. 

Community Greening currently has tree planting contracts with the Cities 
of Boca Raton, Boynton Beach, and Delray Beach.
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ROSE NEWBOLD-BIFFO
COMMUNITY ADVOCATE

“I am loving what Community Greening is doing. They’ve planted trees all over 
Delray Beach. I’ve seen trees everywhere. It helps beautify the community 
as well as allows individuals to feel more connected with the environment 

and the people in it. I know I’m one of those people that like parks and places 
with trees where I can actually sit and I can think underneath a tree.”

CITY OF DELRAY BEACH TREE PLANTING CAMPAIGN

The City of Delray Beach set a goal of adding 10,000 new trees to 
the city by 2025, as part of their overall goal to increase tree canopy 
coverage from 23% to 28% by 2035. 

Community Greening works closely with the city’s Offi ce of 
Sustainability & Resilience to target planting events in areas with the 
lowest tree canopy. CG is contracted to plant 2,000 trees per year in 
the City of Delray Beach until 2025.

As a designated ‘Tree City USA’ for over 40 years, Boca Raton has 
one of the higher tree canopies in Palm Beach County at 26%. 
The city’s Offi ce of Sustainability and Beautifi cation Committee 
partners with Community Greening to facilitate Tree Giveaways & 
Tree Plantings within the city to maintain that level of coverage.

CITY OF BOCA RATON SUSTAINABILITY ACTION PLAN

DID YOU KNOW?
According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, improving a city’s 
urban tree canopy can have numerous benefi ts, including reducing 
summer peak temperatures and air pollution, enhancing property 
values, providing wildlife habitat, providing aesthetic benefi ts, and 
improving social ties among neighbors.  A robust tree canopy can also 
attract businesses and residents.

DID YOU KNOW?
According to the National 
Institute of Health, urban green 
spaces improve the quality of 
life of those in the surrounding 
communities by providing 
opportunities for residents to 
participate in health-promoting 
activities, such as physical 
activity or rest and relaxation.
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CORPORATE PARTNERSHIPS

Community Greening also partners with socially conscious corporations 
interested in improving sustainability and giving back to the communities in 
which they operate. 

In addition to general sponsorship opportunities, Community Greening 
also facilitates Corporate Plantings Events and Maintenance Days, in which 
employees will plant new trees or help to maintain a recent planting site. 

Community Greening has partnered with companies such as FPL, JM Family, 
LexisNexis, Publix, and TD Bank.

CRISTINA HICKS 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGER, JM FAMILY FOUNDATION 

& COMMUNITY GREENING BOARD MEMBER

“The mission that Community Greening has set out to do is critically important, 
particularly in South Florida. So for me, especially on a personal level, just seeing 

how much they’ve grown and how resilient this organization is, is a testimony 
not just to the team and their commitment, but that the community and people 
at large believe in what they’re doing because they’re putting their time through 

volunteerism and their money through donations.”

DID YOU KNOW?
Community Greening has partnered with Brightline - the eco-friendly, high-speed 
rail service that connects West Palm Beach to Miami – to plant over 3,000 trees and 
plants along the South Florida railway corridor! These new plants will improve the 
environment, beautify the corridor, and enhance public safety.
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AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

COMMUNITY TREE CHAMPION
IMPACT 1OO PALM BEACH COUNTY

SPIRIT OF ARBOR DAY
ARBOR DAY FOUNDATION

TREE ADVOCACY GROUP OF THE YEAR
FLORIDA URBAN FORESTRY COUNCIL

NON-PROFIT OF THE YEAR
GREATER DELRAY BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

SOUTHEAST CONSERVATION PARTNER 
OF THE YEAR AWARD
US FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

FUNDERS AND PARTNERS

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
The United States Fish and Wildlife Service is an agency of the US 
federal government within the US Department of the Interior dedicated 
to the management of fi sh, wildlife, and natural habitats.

The mission of the US Fish and Wildlife Service to work with others to conserve, 
protect, and enhance fi sh, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefi t of 
the American people is embodied in their partnership & funding of the Youth Tree Team.

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 
FOR PALM BEACH AND MARTIN COUNTIES
The Community Foundation for Palm Beach is a nonprofi t organization 
that has provided more than $150 million in grants and scholarships 
over its 46-year history, attempting to address some of the community’s 
most pressing needs, including hunger, housing and education. 

Community Greening  received a prestigious Community Impact Grant, which 
was awarded to “neighborhood-based organizations that strive every day to 
enhance their communities by making them safe, vibrant, clean and green.”

CHILDREN’S SERVICES COUNCIL 
OF PALM BEACH COUNTY

 The Children’s Services Council awarded Community Greening a Great 
Ideas Initiative grant to fund a Youth Tree Team to employ local teens in low 
income neighborhoods to plant trees and maintain public green spaces. The 

Youth Tree Team creates job pathways for youth to advance them in the 
green industry or in their chosen career. It also gives them an environmental 

education, connects them to nature and provides job skills and hourly wages.

IMPACT REPORT
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OUR PARTNERS

PROUD MEMBER OF

OUR SPONSORS
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HOW TO GET INVOLVED

SPONSOR
Align your company with Community Greening’s mission to 
improve the environment and our local communities by funding a 
Tree Planting or Tree Giveaway or becoming a general sponsor.

VOLUNTEER
Get your hands dirty and join us for one of our Tree Planting 
events! Details and info on how to sign up can be found on the 
Community Greening Event Calendar at communitygreening.org

DONATE 
Invest in a greener future by donating to Community Greening’s 
mission to plant more trees. All contributions are tax-deductible, 

and can be made online at communitygreening.org.

FOLLOW 
Follow us on social media or sign-up to receive the monthly 

Community Greening Tree-bune Newsletter for the latest info, 
events, and happenings. Go to linktr.ee/communitygreening (or 

scan QR code on the back page) for links to all of our online pages.

IMPACT REPORT
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NURSERY ADDRESS
22313 Boca Rio Road
Boca Raton, FL 33433

MAILING ADDRESS
Social Impact Lab
Lynn University
3601 N. Military Trl
Boca Raton, FL 33431-5507

PHONE
561-927-TREE (8733)

FIND US ONLINE

 communitygreening.org

 info@communitygreening.org

�              @communitygreening

�      @comm_greening

�        @communitygreening

SCAN TO CONNECT OR DONATE

Contributions benefi t Community Greening Corp, a not for 
profi t tax exempt organization. A COPY OF THE OFFI-
CIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
OF COMMUNITY GREENING CORP, CH49193, MAY 
BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER 
SERVICES AT WWW.800HELPFLA.COM OR BY CALLING 
TOLL FREE 1-800-435-7352 WITHIN THE STATE OF 
FLORIDA. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSE-
MENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE 
STATE. Community Greening Corp receives 100% of each 
contribution.


